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December looks simply delightful! 
 

As the holiday season is fast approaching, we are stirring 
up some magical fun in both our buildings! This year we 

are lucky enough to be open and allowing groups to come 
in for Christmas Caroling. We sure missed that last year! 
We have at least 5 different groups coming in to spread 
their Christmas cheer with us! Also, the Random Lake 

High School Singers will be coming in closer to Christmas 
to entertain us as well!  

 
On top of all of this... we have paid entertainment coming 
in once a week this month. Twice in each building even! 

Our hearts will be filled with song!  
 

Thursday, December 9th, is National Christmas Card 
Day. Our residents will be making Christmas cards for 

their families and friends!  
 

Lots of fun with food this month! There are so many 
yummy treats to make or bake around the holidays, we 

have some fun ones planned for our residents.  
 

West Bend has a beautiful light show in the park and we 
are planning on making a couple trips to go see that this 
month. I do believe the residents will love all the flashing 

lights and lovely colors. Hopefully, it will take them back to 
their younger years and bring back fond memories just as 

it does for all of us!  
 

Christmas crafts and cookie decorating are a must! We 
have our Christmas parties planned for December 23rd 

and have planned a delicious menu for the event. Games 
and music and of course FUN PHOTOS! We can't wait! 

 

 

Event Calendar 
 

BINGO - Building 2  
Tuesdays & Fridays  

 
Catholic Communion  

Sundays & Wednesdays  
 

Protestant Communion  
Dec 11th & Dec 21st  

 
Dec 6th - Carolers (4-H)  

Dec 10th - Beth Leiness (piano)  
10am in Building 1 

  
Dec 12th - Carolers @ 4:30pm  

Dec 14th - Christmas Light Show  
 

Dec 18th - Carolers & Gift Bags  
Dec 19th - Gifts to Share Program 

 6:30pm (Risen Hope Church)  
 

Dec 22nd - Catholic Mass @ 11am 
 Building 2 w/ Fr Gideon 

  
Dec 23rd - Bob Welsch  

10am in Building 2  
Dec 23rd - Christmas Party  

1pm - Both Buildings  
 

Dec 25th - Merry Christmas  
 

Dec 27th - Rob Peterson  
2pm in Building 1 

Dec 29th - Raybine Band  
2pm in Building 2   

 
Dec 31st - "Noon" Year's Eve Party 
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Armchair Travel: Niagara Falls 
 
In November, we “traveled” to Niagara Falls as one of 
our activities. Of course, we took our magic Gables 
van, as we will for all our future Armchair Travels as 
well.  We learned many fun facts about the falls such 
as there are actually three falls… American Falls, 
Bridal Veil Falls and Horseshoe Falls. Niagara Falls is 
America’s oldest State Park.  8 million visitors explore 
Niagara Falls State Park annually, coming from all 
over the world!  Fish plunge over the Falls and it’s 
estimated that almost all of them survive.  People on 
the other hand, well, not so much. The first person to 
go over the Niagara Falls in a barrel was 63 yr old 
schoolteacher Annie Edson Taylor.  She suffered only 
a concussion and a minor cut on her head.  At least a 
dozen have survived the plunge but many have lost 
their lives.  None of our residents were injured during 
our adventure over the falls.  Here are some pictures 
to show you what fun we had! 
 

        
  

       
 

      
 

       

 

Bah, Humbug! 
 
Maybe it’s the long lines at shopping centers, 
or maybe it’s the incessant drone of holiday 
music, but some people just don’t enjoy the 
holiday season. Luckily, December 21 is 
Humbug Day, a day to unapologetically 
embrace your inner Scrooge. 

 

No one knows where the word 
humbug came from. Some think  
it came into use during the 18th 
century as the word Hamburg 
during a time when England was 
flooded with counterfeit coins 

from that German city. Others think that it 
comes from a humming bug, something small, 
but incredibly irritating. Either way, the word 
denotes something that is a hoax or nonsense. 
When Scrooge utters, “Bah! Humbug,” he is 
declaring Christmas to be a fraud. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
    

  Gladys Hamus  Nov 19th    ~ 96yrs 

  Jean Kochanski  Nov 26th   ~ 87yrs 
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What’s New At Gables? 
 

First of all, for those who may not know, 
we have a new Activity Director for 
Building 1.  Cathi Gerken joined our 
Gables family in November and is a 
wonderful addition!  The residents love 
her and are having so much fun with all 
the new activities. 
Welcome Cathi!! 
 
On Tuesday mornings, we have a group 
of 7th & 8th grade students from Random 
Lake Middle School coming over to do 
activities with our residents in both 
buildings.  Sometimes it’s a game and 
sometimes it’s a craft… but either way our 
people just love hanging out with the kids! 
 
We were finally able to bring in a church 
service and communion for all our non-
Catholic residents.  It took awhile to iron 
out the details, but we finally have a 
schedule figured out. The 3rd Tuesday of 
each month as well as every other 
Saturday morning. 

 
Bob & Darlene are available in the 
salon for both buildings!  Bob is 
in on Wednesdays and Darlene is 
in on Fridays.  If your loved one is 
looking to get on their schedule, 
please let us know! 

 

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 
 

DECEMBER 

 Priscilla Olsen 

 

NOVEMBER 

 Wayne Ruesink 

 

 Nancy Bolton 

 

 
ATTENTION CARD PLAYERS!! 
 
We are looking to bring in some 
people from the community to play 
Sheepshead and/or Bridge with 
our residents!  If you or someone 
you know is interested, please 
contact Shannon @ 920-994-8304 
Or Shannon.o@gablesassisted.com 
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DECEMBER IS A CIRCUS! 
Charles Ringling, born on December 2, 1863, 
was one of seven Ringling brothers to operate the 
Ringling Bros. Circus, a traveling act that became 
the largest and most famous circus in the world 
by 1930.  
 
Four of the seven Ringling brothers were born in 
Iowa. It was there that they saw a circus 
unloaded off the back of a steamboat, a scene 
that inspired them to develop their own traveling 
act. In 1872, the family moved to Wisconsin,  
a state renowned as an overwintering destination 
for the nation’s circuses. Perhaps the move was 
destiny. The Ringlings showcased their variety 
show across the state, performing musical 
numbers, skits, and juggling routines. They used 
their earnings to purchase suits and top hats, and 
later added a donkey, Shetland pony, and a bear 
to their act. By 1887, Charles oversaw the 
production of a massive show starring all seven 
Ringling brothers and various exotic animals such 
as tigers, elephants, and camels. He called the 
act Ringling Bros. United Monster Shows, Great 
Double Circus, Royal European Menagerie, 
Museum, Caravan, and Congress of Trained 
Animals.  
 
The Ringling Bros. eventually caught the attention 
of the famous Barnum & Bailey Circus. The two 
companies agreed to avoid direct competition by 
splitting the U.S. into territories, but after the 
death of James Bailey in 1906, Ringling Bros. 
purchased the Barnum & Bailey Circus to 
become the largest circus in the world and  
the self-proclaimed “Greatest Show on Earth.”  
 
The “Greatest Show” would not be great forever. 
The public would lose their taste for the traveling 
circus and its exotic animals. In 2017, the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus 
performed its final show. Yet the end of the 
Ringling Bros. did not mean the end of circuses 
altogether. Other acts such as Cirque du Soleil 
and Circus Vargas continue to entertain audiences 
across the globe, showcasing performers who 
demonstrate feats of human strength, balance, 
and flexibility. Audiences, it seems, still crave the 
art and spectacle of the circus. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD- JANUARY 
 
What better way to beat the bitter cold weather of 
January than to have a Hawaiian Luau?  Also, 
since it’s Elvis’ birthday in January, we can tie both 
together and end the day with a movie and 
popcorn!  BLUE HAWAII!!  We will have fresh 
fruits/tropical themed treats, games, trivia, music 
and of course… a photobooth equipped with all the 
silly fun props! 
 
Our Armchair Travel plans entail us going on 
Safari!  Lions, elephants, giraffes, maybe a 
monkey or two… we hope to see it all!  
 
Beginning in January, the Random Lake Library 
will be coming in once a month to share with us 
something different each month.  A program that 
may one month focus on the history of Random 
Lake and then the following month, the history of 
trains. This will be very educational AND fun! 
 
Last of all, 4-H groups, elementary students and 
even some scouts will be coming in to do crafts or 
play games. January is looking great so far! 
 

 

Heaven gained a few angels in November 

JEROME WICHGERS 
January 15, 1932 – November 11, 2021 

JOYCE MAAS 
September 11, 1935 – November 15, 2021 

GLADYS HAMUS 
November 19, 1925 – November 25, 2021 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
& let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

1932  
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